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Abstract
Empusa fasciata Brulle, 1832 is reported from the Republic of Kosovo for 
the first time, based on specimens from multiple localities. This work fills 
an important zoogeographical gap, as this otherwise widespread species 
was hitherto formally unknown for Kosovo. Historical records of other 
mantids are discussed, and the formal list now consists of two species.
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Resumen
Se reporta Empusa fasciata Brulle, 1832 en la República de Kosovo por 
primera vez, basándose en especímenes de múltiples localidades. Este 
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trabajo llena un importante vacío zoogeográfico, ya que esta especie, 
por lo demás ampliamente distribuida, era hasta entonces desconocida 
formalmente en Kosovo. Se analizan los registros históricos de otras 
mantis, y la lista oficial ahora consta de dos especies.

Palabras clave: Balcanes, fauna, mantis.

There is little knowledge of the Mantidoea in the Republic of Kosovo. Us 
& Matvejev (1967) recorded the very widespread species Mantis religiosa 
(Linnaeus, 1758) and it remains common in the country in the present day 
(pers. obs.). Heller & Bohn (2011) listed, in a now defunct webpage, Ame-
les decolor (Charpentier, 1825) from the former Yugoslavia, including the 
Republic of Kosovo as part of its distribution, however, we cannot accept 
this blanket record, which was accepted by Kment (2012), as no evidence 
of specimens appears to be presented, and the most recent IUCN analysis 
of this species does now show any distribution records in the Republic of 
Kosovo (Battiston, 2020). Furthermore, the Republic of Kosovo was not 
identified as part of the distribution of this species by Agabiti, Ippolito 
and Lombardo (2010). We thus hereby expunge A. decolor from the list 
of praying mantises recorded from the Republic of Kosovo. Finally, Iris 
oratoria (Linnaeus, 1758) has been spurriously reported from the Republic 
of Kosovo by Heller & Bohn, but, much like A. decolor, no evidence sug-
gests its presence (Vujić and Zlatić, 2021) and we must this also expunge 
this species from the country list. Thus, the only verified species in the 
Republic of Kosovo is currently M. religiosa.

In this work, we report the second verifiable species for the Republic 
of Kosovo, based on a collection of a female voucher specimen, and four 
further records made photographically. Fieldwork, focused on other in-
vertebrate species, was conducted at the locality indicated in the material 
examined; photographs of the voucher were made by DS using an Olym-
pus TG6 digital camera. Photographic records by coauthors MM and JP, 
and two further photographic record submitted to us by other colleagues, 
were also included. Repository of material examined: UP = University of 
Prishtina, Pristinë, Republic of Kosovo.

One specimen of Empusa fasciata Brulle, 1832 from Kërvenik 
(42.11662287, 21.23360888; full data: 1ÿ (UP IN00001), Kërvenik, Koso-
vo, near forest in bushes, 14/06/2025, leg. D. Geci, D. Sherwood, and E. 
Kabashi) was collected and pinned (Fig. 1A–H); it is deposited in the zo-
ological collections of the University of Prishtina, Pristinë, Republic of 
Kosovo (UP).
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In addition to the preserved female, we have photographic records 
from Volijak (42.538387, 20.587754) on 20/06/2021 by MM (Figs. 2A–B, 
3), Kosine Ferizaj (42.4139126, 21.12979564) from 12/06/2025 by Behar 
Krasniqi (Figs. 2C, 3), and a nymph from Pashtrik (42.44, 20.62) by Naim 
Berisha (Figs. 2D, 3), and one further record from Kërvenik on 15/05/2021 
by JP (Figs. 2E, 3).

The addition of a second verifiable mantid for the Republic of Kosovo 
is significant and underpins the paucity of data on terrestrial invertebrates 
in the country. It is likely other species of mantid occur in the Republic of 
Kosovo, with the presence of Hierodula tenuidentata Saussure, 1869 being 
predicted by László et al. (2023), although specimens need to be document-
ed before it can be added formally to the list.

Fig. 1. Empusa fasciata Brulle, 1832 female from Kërvenik (UP IN00001), A habitus, 
dorsal, B close-up of upper wing, dorsal view, C close-up of lower wing, dorsal view, D 
close-up of leg I (left-hand side), E close-up of leg I (right-hand side), F close-up of apex 
of abdomen, G close-up of head, H close-up of thorax.

Fig. 1. Empusa fasciata Brulle, hembra de 1832 de Kërvenik (UP IN00001), A hábito, 
dorsal, B primer plano del ala superior, vista dorsal, C primer plano del ala inferior, vista 
dorsal, D primer plano de la pata I (lado izquierdo), E primer plano de la pata I (lado 
derecho), F primer plano del ápice del abdomen, G primer plano de la cabeza, H primer 
plano del tórax.
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Fig. 2. Empusa fasciata Brulle, 1832 photographic records, A–B from Volijak, C from 
Kosine Ferizaj (courtesy of Behar Krasniqi), D from Pashtrik (courtesy of Naim Berisha), 
E from Kërvenik.

Fig 2. Empusa fasciata Brulle, registros fotográficos de 1832, A–B de Volijak, C de Kosine 
Ferizaj (cortesía de Behar Krasniqi), D de Pashtrik (cortesía de Naim Berisha), E de Kërvenik.
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We add a new species of mantid to fauna of the Republic of Koso-
vo, and expunge two species previously reported based on overreaching 
assessment of the locality ‘Yugoslavia’ used by previous workers. We also 
emphasise that the mantids of the country are understudied, and further 
species may be discovered through targeted future fieldwork and/or gath-
ering of citizen science data. Nonetheless, the present work represents the 
first peer-reviewed publication on mantids of the Republic of Kosovo in 
the 21st Century, and it is hoped it will spur future contributions.

Fig. 3. Map showing distribution of Empusa fasciata Brulle, 1832 in the Republic of 
Kosovo, overlain with ecoregions sensu Dinerstein et al. (2017), map made using QGIS 
v. 3.34.6 Prizren.

Fig. 3. Mapa que muestra la distribución de Empusa fasciata Brulle, 1832 en la República 
de Kosovo, superpuesto con ecorregiones sensu Dinerstein et al. (2017), mapa elaborado 
con QGIS v. 3.34.6 Prizren.
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