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New record of Ischnothele annulata 
(Mygalomorphae: Ischnothelidae) in San Juan 
extends its known western range

NOTA

Abstract
We	report	the	first	record	of	 Ischnothele annulata (Mygalomorphae: 
Ischnothelidae) for the province of San Juan, Argentina. This record 
extends its known distribution, marking a new western limit with the 
nearest locations being Chepes and Quines in La Rioja and San Luis, 
respectively. The observed population is within the arid region of cen-
tral-western Argentina, at the ecotone between the Arid Chaco and 
the Monte Desert.
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Resumen
Informamos el primer registro de Ischnothele annulata (Mygalomorphae: 
Ischnothelidae) para la provincia de San Juan, Argentina. Este hallazgo 
extiende su distribución conocida, marcando un nuevo límite occidental 
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con las ubicaciones más cercanas en Chepes y Quines en La Rioja y San 
Luis, respectivamente. La población observada se encuentra dentro de 
la región árida del centro-oeste de Argentina, en el ecotono entre el 
Chaco Árido y el Desierto del Monte. 

Palabras clave: Biogeografía, Chaco Árido, Monte, Argentina, Cuyo.

Spiders of the genus Ischnothele Ausserer, 1875 belong to the family Ischno-
thelidae (Pickard-Cambridge, 1897, Opatova, Hamilton, Hedin, Montes de 
Oca, Král, 2020), with tropical and subtropical distributions in Central and 
South America. The group is distinguished by their long, pseudosegmented 
lateral spinnerets, used to construct complex webs comprising a sticky cap-
ture web and a tubular refuge lined with silk (Coyle, 1995). These solitary 
spiders only meet for mating during the reproductive season (Ghirotto and 
Guadanucci, 2021) and exhibit parental care, where offspring cohabit with 
the mother until they can disperse. Ischnothele annulata (Tullgren, 1905) is 
one of the most widely distributed species, from the humid Amazon regions 
to the Arid Chaco. In Argentina, it is recorded in several provinces in-
cluding: Jujuy, Salta, Formosa, Chaco, Santiago Del Estero, Catamarca, La 
Rioja, Córdoba and San Luis (Figure 1 A) (Coyle, 1995, Ferreti, González, 
Pérez-miles, 2014), and in this note reports a population recorded for San 
Juan, extending the known distribution range in the country.

The observation of this population occurred during a fauna survey 
near Guayaguas mountain range (-31.778669, -67.168958, 547 m.a.s.l), Cau-
cete department, San Juan Province. Nine sheet webs were identified in an 
area of ~4000 m². An adult female specimen was collected and transported 
to the laboratory for identification and deposited in the biological collection 
of the Institute of Basic Sciences, National University of San Juan, under 
the acronym ECRA-I-182. For taxonomic identification we followed Coyle 
(1995).

The new record of I. annulata in San Juan significantly expands its 
known geographical range, with the nearest records being 75 km away in 
Chepes, La Rioja, and 140 km in Quines, San Luis (Ferreti, 2013). This 
shifts the known western limit 55 km westward, following the aridity gra-
dient into a hot desertic environment. The collection site is an ecotone 
between the Arid Chaco and the Monte Desert, with vegetation patches of 
shrubs and bare soil, mainly consisting of xerophytes from several genera 
(Oyarzabal, Clavijo, Oakley, Biganzoli, Tognetti, 2018). The spiders were 
found in different soil types: a light-colored sandy dune and a reddish 
sandy loam with rocks. The capture webs, found under shrubs, covered a 
surface of around 15 cm in diameter, with threads extending up to 30 cm 
from the entrance hole. No prey, juveniles, or kleptoparasites were detected 
in the observed webs.
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Figure 1. A) Distribution of Ischnothele annulata in Argentina. Black dots indicate pre-
vious	records,	the	light	blue	dot	indicates	the	new	finding	in	the	province	of	San	Juan.	
Phytogeographical provinces are shown in different colors: Humid Chaco in violet, Arid 
Chaco in green, Monte desert of mountains and valleys in yellow, and Monte of Plateaus 
and Plains in orange. B) Aerial image of the area where specimens were found. C) Photo 
of a sheet-web of I. annulata found at the site with a scale. D) Dorsal view of the col-
lected specimen.
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